
CIIAPTER KIVi:

On Phvsical EfFort in War

If no onc had thc right to givc his vicws on militan’ operations cxccpt uhen
he is frozcn, or faint from hcat and tliirst, or depresscd from pri\ation an

than thev are. But
would

fatigue, objectivc and accuratc vicws would be cven rarer
they would at Icast be subjcctivcly valid, for thc speaker s cxperiencc
precisely determine his judgment. Tliis is clear enough when \\c °
'vhat a deprecaton-, even mean and petty way men talk about t e ai °
somc operation tíiat thev have witnessed. and even more if they actuallv
took part. Wc consider tliat this indicates how much influence physica
cffort exerts, and shows how much allowancc has to be made or it in a
f)ur assessments. , , ● , n: .
Among thc manv factors in war that cannot be measure , pnsica ^

's thc most important. Unlcss it is wasted. physical cffort is a coefficicnt oí
all forces, and its cxact limit cannot be determined. But it is sigm can la .
iust as it takes a powcrful archer to bend thc bow beyond thc ^^gc so i
takes a powerful mind to drive his armv to thc limit. It is onc img
army that has becn badlv defeated, is beset by danger on al sides, and
disintegrating likc crumbling masonrv, to seck its safeh in u mos ‘
cffort. It is altogether diífcrent when a victorious I"
own exhilaration, remains a willing instrument m tlie
mander. The same effort, which in the former case can at
pathy, must be admired in the other, where it is muc ar elements

"Phe inexperienced observer now comes to recognize one o
that seem to chain the spirit and secretly wear away men s energies _
Although we are dealing only with thc cfforts that a genera

“t his troops, a commander of his subordinates, in ot y j jijjii
are concerned with the courage it takes to make the demand and he k,U
to heep up the responso, we Lsl not forget the phys.cal rt.on eqmred
of the commander himself. Since we have pursued oik ana \

scientiously to this point, we must deal with this residue "’ell-
Our reason for dealing with physical effort here is a i

one of the great sources of friction in war. Because .ts
>t resembles one of those substances whose elasticity makes the g

have a natural guide in our sensibilices. No
insult or mistreatment because

to defend or

of war, from being misused
one can count on sympathv if he accepts
ne claims to be physically handicapped. But if he manages

, we
an
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^ ‘o his handicap will be to his advantage. In the
exnlaiZ» “c <=«""'>» «"love the stain of defeat by
denict them an/"®*'*’ P®> exertions that were endured; but lo
from ™vn ‘o the eredit of a vietoiy. We are prévented
selv«Tefa"Vh7er”:£fnf

ii6


