
Unit 1 – Lesson B
MEMORY



LESSON GOALS
Describe a memory

VOCABULARY
Collocations about 

memory
 idioms: Memory

READING
An article about the 
people who never 

forget

GRAMMAR
Infinitive and –ing 

forms



Look at the items on the screen. You have 15 seconds. Try to remember as many as you can.
Lead in



Reading:
3. A Work in pairs. Think about your family and friends. Who 

has the best memory? What kinds of things can they 
remember well?

B. Read the article and answer the questions.
1. What kinds of things do Funes, Veiseh and Price 

remember?
2. What kinds of people are more likely to have HSAM?
3. What is the connection between emotions and 

memory?
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Reading:
1. What kinds of things do Funes, 

Veiseh and Price remember?

2. What kinds of people are more 
likely to have HSAM?

3. What is the connection between 
emotions and memory?

All the small details of their life

People who enjoy daydreaming, creating 
fantasies and imagining different worlds.

We are more likely to remember 
something if we have an emotional 
connection to it.
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Reading:
3. D. Work in pairs. Discuss the questions.

1. What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of having 
abilities like Veiseh and Price?

2. Why do you think some people are better at remembering things than 
others?
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What collocation best describes this image?

• The grandmother is 
thinking about the past

• The image clearly suggests 
nostalgia

REMEMBER 
EVERY DETAIL

SHORT-TERM 
MEMORY

CHILDHOOD 
MEMORIES
CHILDHOOD 
MEMORIES

Introduction to Vocabulary



Memory Collocations:
“Collocations are words that usually go together in English.”

• remember every detail:

• bring back memories: 

• learn things by heart: 

• perfect recall: 

• long-term memory:

• short-term memory:

• have a good memory: 

• childhood memories:

🧠

to remember something very clearly, specifically.

to memorize something completely.

the ability to remember information exactly and completely.

the part of memory that stores information for a long time

the part of memory that holds information for a short time

 to be able to remember things easily and well

things you remember from when you were a child

to make someone remember things from the past.

Can you think 
of some 

examples?



o

Collocations
4. A. Scan the article again. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the 

collocations in bold.
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Idioms:

Someone says 
something to you 
and you quickly 

forget, what idiom 
would you use?

Things go in one ear and out the other

My memory is 
playing tricks 

on me

Things go in 
one ear and 
out the other

That rings a 
bell



Idioms: Memory

2. A. Match the idioms (1 – 6) with the sentences which have a similar meaning (a – f)

WB PG 6

“Idioms are phrases in which the meanings of the individual words are different from the meaning 
of the phrase as a whole”.



Idioms:
1. A. Complete the idioms in bold with the words in the box.

mind

memory

tongue

bell

tricks
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Idioms:
C. Work in pairs. Think of an idiom to use in each situation. More than one may 
be possible.

Sorry, it totally slipped my mind

The answer is on the tip of my tongue

Things go in one ear and out the other

Refresh my memory (and tell me their name)

It definitely rings a bell

My memory is playing tricks on me
I can’t 
remember
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Warm up: Grammar
Infinitive and –ing forms

1. Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions.

1. Can you remember: ……..

• What you were doing on Sunday two weeks ago?

• The birthdays of all your family members?

• The last film you saw at the cinema?

• How you celebrated your birthday two years ago?

• What your first teacher looked like?

2. Do you generally have a good memory or are you forgetful?

3. Do you know any special technique to improve your memory?
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Grammar
2. A. Work in pairs. Read about seven different ways to remember things. 

Which do you do already? Which would you like to try? Why?
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Grammar
2. B. Match the phrases in bold in Ex 2A with the rules (1 – 4)
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Infinitive and 
–ing forms

Some verbs can be followed by either the infinitive 
(to + verb) or the -ing form (-ing), but the meaning 

can change depending on which form you use.

to smoke.

Can you think 
of some 

examples?
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Infinitive and –ing forms:
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Can you think 
of some 

examples?



Infinitive and –ing forms:
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Can you think 
of some 

examples?



Infinitive and –ing forms:
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Can you think 
of some 

examples?



Infinitive and –ing forms:
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Can you think 
of some 

examples?

to watch TV



Other uses of 
Infinitive:

Can you think of 
other examples?
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Other uses of 
Infinitive:

Can you think of 
other examples?
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Other uses of 
Infinitive:

Can you think of 
other examples?
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-ing form after 
Prepositions:

Can you think of other 
examples?
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Grammar
1. Find the mistakes and correct them. 

1. For improve your memory, you need to make emotional connections with the 

subject.

2. The purpose of this article is show how memory is connected to our personalities.

3. She prepared for her exam by revise every day with a friend.

4. I try to remember all my students’ names, but it’s difficult.

5. He worked all morning except for when he stopped taking a coffee break.

6. If your computer freezes, try to switch it off and on again.

7. I remember to play in the back garden when I was six years old.

8. Don’t forget buying snacks for the party tomorrow!

TO

TO

REVISING

CORRECT
TO TAKE

SWITCHING

PLAYING

TO BUY
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Grammar
2. Complete the second sentence using the correct form of the verb in brackets 

and an –ing form or a to infinitive.
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Grammar
4. B. Complete the anecdote with the correct form of the verbs in brackets.

to climb

to reach

havingto make sure

setting off

to improve
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Speaking:

6. A. You are going to describe a memory. Think of something interesting or 
funny that happened to you recently or in your childhood. Use the 
prompts below to make notes.

• When did it happen?
• Where were you?
• Who was there?
• What happened?

C. Work in groups. Tell your story. Remember to describe details to keep 
your listeners interested.

Ex. I’m going to tell you about a memory from when I was about ten. I 
remember meeting ….
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